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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1. This communication is responsive to the amendment received on October 10, 
2008. 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12-13, 15, and 21-22 have been amended. 

Claims 4, 10 and 17-20 have been cancelled. 

Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-16, and 21-22 are pending further examination. 

The New Grounds of Rejection 

2. Applicant's amendment and arguments have been fully considered, however, 
they are deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, 
or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of 
paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-16, and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipate by Fletcher U.S. Patent No. 7,334,021. 

5. As to claim 1 , Fletcher teaches a method of configuring automatic responses to 
incoming email messages, comprising: 
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enabling configuration of a plurality of automatic responses, at least one of which 
is tailored for an incoming email message having a first internal mail type and at least 
another of which is tailored for incoming email message having an external mail type 
(refer to Fig. 6A-6D, col. 9, line 56 - col. 10, lines 57, a plurality of away messages are 
created for different groups in the users contact list) ; 

examining the incoming email messages to determine the type (refer to Fig. 6A- 
6D, col. 9, line 56 - col. 10, lines 57, incoming messages are examined to determine 
which group the sender is in); and 

responding to the incoming email messages with one of the plurality of automatic 
responses, the one of the plurality of automatic responses selected according to the 
type of the incoming email message (refer to Fig. 6A-6D, col. 9, line 56 - col. 10, lines 
57, responding to the received message with an away message based on the list the 
sender is in.) 

6. As to claim 2, Fletcher teaches the method according to Claim 1 wherein 
examining the incoming email messages further comprises flagging the email messages 
according to the type (col. 9, line 56 - col. 10, lines 57). 

7. As to claim 3, Fletcher teaches the method according to Claim 1 wherein the 
plurality of automatic response email message further includes at least one automatic 
response email message that is tailored for an incoming email message having a 
second internal mail type (col. 9, line 56 - col. 10, lines 57). 
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8. As to claim 5, Fletclier teaches the method according to Claim 4 wherein the 
external mail type comprises at least one of a plurality of defined domains (col. 9, line 
56 -col. 10, lines 57). 

9. As to claim 6, Fletcher teaches the method according to Claim 4 wherein each of 
the internal mail type comprises at least one of a plurality of defined internal 
organizations (col. 9, line 56 - col. 10, lines 57). 

10. As to claim 7, Fletcher teaches the method according to Claim 1 wherein 
enabling configuration of the plurality of automated responses further comprises 
enabling users to configure the plurality of automated responses via a user interface 
(col. 9, line 56 - col. 10, lines 57). 

1 1 . Claims 8-9, 11-16, and 21-22 do not teach or define any new limitation above 
claims 1-3, 5-7; therefore, they are rejected for similar reasons. 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicants' arguments have been fully considered however they are deemed to 
be moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Contact Information 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Shawki S Ismail/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2455 
January 5, 2009 



